CHAP. I               THE PLACE  OF SOCIOLOGY                    g

I may say here, parenthetically, that Comte was
typical of the French mind in general when at its
best. There is no greater error than that of think-
ing it light and trivial. I have heard mathema-
ticians, astronomers, and physicists say the same for
these great departments of science. Every chemist,
anatomist, and physiologist must be acquainted with
French thought on these subjects. It was Lamarck
who really broke the way to the new biology and
gave it its name. Political economy, with all its
merits and defects, originated with the physiocrats.
In the very word altruism Comte laid the founda-
tion of a scientific ethics. And for moral power in
fiction what author has approached Victor Hugo?
The French mind penetrates to the very heart of
every problem it attacks and is not deterred by
practical obstacles. It has thus been the great
organizer of human thought, leaving the details
and frictional hindrances to the German and Eng-
lish schools. France has furnished the warp of
science and philosophy, other nations their woof.

What has been said of astronomy and the sciences
that fall within its far-reaching scope is also true of
the other great groups. It is not necessary to give
illustrations in all, but biology furnish.es some that
aro specially instructive. Biology is the science of
life, and as such includes all that has life. Its prin-
cipal branches are therefore vegetal and animal life.
Yet biology is neither botany nor zoology, nor both
combined. These, it is true, fall under it, but only